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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Community Voice Mail awards Lynn Schusterman “Golden Phone” – The Chronicle of Philanthropy Plays Critical Role
Seattle, WA - October 2008 – At the 11th Annual Community Voice Mail (CVM) National conference in Seattle, Washington the national non-profit organization awarded Lynn Schusterman – Chair of the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation - the Golden Phone Award.  Randy Macon, Program Associate at the Schusterman Foundation, accepted the award on Mrs. Schusterman’s behalf at the October Conference.
The Golden Phone Award is given to a community supporter of CVM in recognition of his or her outstanding contributions to the agency’s mission of using communications technology to connect people living in poverty, homelessness, and transition to jobs, housing, and hope.

Lynn Schusterman’s connection to Community Voice Mail started when she read about CVM in the October 2007 edition of The Chronicle of Philanthropy. Immediately intrigued, Mrs. Schusterman asked her staff to investigate further as a program for her native city of Tulsa, OK.  After researching Community Voice Mail Schusterman agreed it appeared to be a valuable project and within four and one-half months, the Schusterman Family Foundation had vetted CVM, identified the Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless as the local CVM host, and awarded a seed grant of more than $100,000 to the Day Center to cover the first two years of operations.

With the help of this generous grant, on February 14, 2008, the Tulsa Community Voice Mail program launched becoming the 41st site in the country and the first in Oklahoma.

Carl Irving, Tulsa’s first of over 450 CVM users since February, says that thanks to his new voice mail number there won’t be any missed opportunities: “[Before getting my CVM number] I missed a call from [an employer].  I missed a really good job," said Irving.   "Your family can call; basically anyone can call, so you don't miss anything."

Community Voice Mail National Office Executive Director, Jenn Brandon, also commends Mrs. Schusterman and the foundation for taking the lead role in starting a CVM program.  “Mrs. Schusterman showed that when foundation leaders take an active role in the process we are able to launch a program very quickly and very successfully.”
"Our family foundation is committed to enhancing the quality of life in Oklahoma. Community Voice Mail is a simple tool that accomplishes this goal - and so much more," says Lynn Schusterman. "I am delighted by how quickly and completely the Tulsa community has embraced this program.  I know this is a direct result of [the Tulsa CVM Program Manager’s] passion for CVM and her dedication to making it successful.  We are excited to be a part of Community Voice Mail's expansion and impact on our community."
For over 15 years, Community Voice Mail has been providing voice mail services to those in need.  Currently CVM distributes free voice mail in 46 communities to 40,000 people per year via 2,000 social service agencies connecting users to jobs, housing and hope.
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