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Take the First Step

As CVM enters its third year as an independent 
organization, we give thanks to the Lord, for He 
is good! At the core of CVM are our relationships 
with each other and with Christ, and we thank 
Him for blessing CVM with faithful volunteers 
and staff who use their time, talents, and 
treasures to advance the Kingdom. 

We closed out the year with 465 short-
term volunteers serving in 28 countries, 37 
veterinary field workers and their families in 
17 countries, and 8 more in the pipeline! CVM 
continues to recruit dozens more to work the 
fields for the Lord’s harvest. The US Region 
Representatives this past year connected 
with an unprecedented 6500 students and 
veterinary professionals through school visits, 
Real Life Real Impacts, and conferences. These 
numbers reflect countless testimonies of how 
Christ transformed lives through CVM. 

We are indebted to experienced advisors who 
guided us through the year of transformation 
as we earnestly sought the Lord’s will for CVM. 
As a result, and with strong support from the 
Board of Trustees, CVM is more streamlined with 
robust strategies and renewed programming 
in the coming year. We remain rooted in our 
foundational vision and mission as we embrace 
innovation and focus on three strategic 
priorities. 

1. Point others to God by using veterinary 
medicine to meet the physical and spiritual 
needs of people (missions and ministry).

2.  Equip and encourage veterinary professionals 
to use their God-given time, talents, and 
treasures to share Christ around the world 
(development and evangelism). 

3.  A ministry that invests in future generations 
of veterinary professionals to help strengthen 
their faith journey (growth).

The new CVM theme is from John 1:5 “The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it”. Wherever God has placed you, 
you can serve Him through CVM and reflect the 
light of Jesus! 

CVM’s Vision
Christ’s love expressed through veterinary medicine.

CVM’s Mission
Christian Veterinary Mission exists to challenge, empower, and facilitate 

veterinary professionals to serve others by living out their Christian faith. 
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Mongolia - The Light Story

We’re in Mongolia! 
How did THAT happen?? John 
and I grew up as nominal 
Christians; neither of us con-
sidered international missions 
work. It simply wasn’t on our 
radar. We did not attend the 
Christian Veterinary Fellow-
ship during veterinary school; 
and for our first fifteen years 
of marriage, Sundays were for 
hiking and cross-country ski-
ing, not church fellowship or 
worship.

Our professional priorities 
were to succeed in practice 
and become known in the vet-
erinary world of dairy practi-
tioners.  

Our family priority was to 
raise our children to be 
hard-working, polite and quick 
to serve others. We put them 
in a Christian school to help 
them learn good values; and 
for more than 20 years our 
family was involved with rais-
ing puppies with Guide Dogs 
for the Blind, Inc. 

But God was at work!  Through 
involvement with these activ-
ities, we met many wonderful 
folks—many of whom were 
Christians.  God worked in our 
hearts drawing us to fully fol-
low Christ in 2003. 

When I was a senior veter-

inary student on a precep-
torship, I tried to pay for my 
meals. My host Connie said, 
“Put your money away.  It’s no 
good here!” I answered that he 
needed to let me repay him!  
But he explained, “When you 
are in practice, do the same 
for another student. That’s 
how you can repay me.”

His example bore fruit.  
Through twenty-nine years 
of dairy practice in southern 
Idaho, more than 100 students 
came through our practice for 
up to four weeks—and most 
stayed in our home. Our chil-
dren grew up sharing family 
spaces with young people 
from across the country, and 
overseas.  We shared our lives 
and the light of Jesus Christ 
with them.  In later years, 
John sat down with each one 
for personal finance and debt 
counseling, something he also 
did at CVM’s Real Life Real Im-
pact events for several years.  

How did we first meet Chris-
tian Veterinary Mission? John 
met CVM at an American Asso-
ciation of Bovine Practitioners 
breakfast in 2004. We took our 
first short-term mission trip 
to Mongolia in 2006.  Over the 
next eleven years, we partic-
ipated in six more CVM short-

term mission trips and attend-
ed several CVM Short Course 
events, where we focused on 
short-term missions training 
and workplace ministry. John 
also served eight years on the 
CVM Board.

Through these years, we met 
many CVM field workers serv-
ing long-term overseas. We 
heard lots of amazing stories 
and learned about home as-
signment needs. We had the 
privilege of hosting several 
CVM international workers 
and staff in our home as they 
passed through our area.  

We also helped our church 
better serve a missionary 
family on furlough.  Then John 
and I visited them in Moldo-
va enroute to a CVM trip and 
learned that we were the first 
folks from home (including 
family) to visit them in seven 
years on the field.

When our children made 
homes of their own and our 
nest was empty, John sug-
gested we explore serving in 
long-term missions by attend-
ing the 2018 CVM Short Course. 
I was opposed at first, but 
again God worked; I went with 
open hands and heart.  
The result? Less than three 

years later we moved to Mon-
golia in September 2021.
  
As we look back on our path to 
Mongolia, we see God’s hand 
in so many places, leading us 
with “cords of kindness”, shin-
ing His light on and through 

us. Every step He is with us.  
He won’t let any little act of 
love be wasted. No matter 
where we are in this world, 
our job is to be obedient—and 
His light will shine.

By Dr. Laurie Day
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“Put your money away, 
it’s no good here.”

“No matter where 
we are in this world, 

our job is to be obedient
—and His light will shine.”

Laurie’s first spay:  on Mom’s kitchen table, spring 1990

Drs. Laurie & John Day at the large animal training area in Mongolia



The CVM concept of “using my passion 

for veterinary medicine to share Christ’s 

love” seemed amazing to me. But as an 

older female with a specialty in small 

animal dentistry, the scenario of helping 

goats, cows, and pigs did not seem to 

be a good fit. I soon discovered that the 

opportunities to share my training was 

available on a short-term mission 

trip. I have traveled 

to universities and 

clinics from Mongolia 

to Bolivia. In India, 

I have helped 

animal owners and 

farmers deal with 

basic health issues from 

mucous membrane color to weight 

and temperature. We may think we only 

have basic skills to offer, but for those 

on the mission field, we are a wealth of 

information. This passion for animal care 

can help open doors to share our faith. 

Sharing Christ’s love becomes second 

nature as you spend time with locals 

and trade stories of your Christian life. 

I always came away from them feeling 

more blessed than when I arrived. I 

appreciated the 

religious freedoms 

we have when I 

saw the hurdles 

they encountered 

in their walks with 

Christ. I may not have 

made many ‘converts,’ 

but encouraging those on the 

field is another form of 

discipleship. Perhaps 

others receiving this 

help, such as the 

interns in Mongolia 

who joined us for 

morning devotions, 

start to wonder about this 

God that sends people to help His 

believers. My friendships have continued 

to blossom as social media keeps us 

connected.  

Are you wondering if you can go too? 

Start with prayer, ask others about their 

experiences, and take that first step. 

Apply to become a short-term mission 

volunteer, and one day you will see a 

posting for a mission that calls you. Then 

you can say, “Here am I – send me!”

Short-Term Missions: Take the First Step 
By: Dr. Heidi Lobprise
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Dr. Robin (right) & Marlena (left)

Taking a leap of faith can be scary. For Dr. Robin Moore, own-
er of East Bay Animal Hospital in Largo Florida, this was cer-
tainly the case when first adding her practice to the CVM 
Externship board.  
 
“We’ve never had a veterinary student and didn’t know what 
to expect,” said Dr. Moore.   

In March of 2023, Marlena Del Rio, a second-year veterinary 
student at St. George’s University, contacted Dr. Moore about 
an externship. She had seen the clinic listed on CVM’s web-
site. 

“They offered exotics and I’ve been hoping 
to get more experience in that field,” 

Marlena said. She also wanted 
to see how a God-centered 

practice worked.  

Both Dr. Moore and Marlena were blessed throughout the six 
weeks together. Dr. Moore and her office manager, Terri, agreed 
that having Marlena was a blessing because she filled a staff 
shortage just in time and she had a delightful personality that 
fit well with the rest of the team.

Marlena appreciated seeing how Dr. Moore was open with her 
faith and how that created a positive daily environment and practice 

culture.  

“I love how Dr. Moore loves her job and takes even the most difficult circumstances with grace,” 
Marlena shared. 

 
During surgery one morning, a vet 
tech, who is not a Christian, ran 
to get Terri to pray over Dr. Moore. 
“It’s amazing to see how Dr. Moore 
and Terri have been witnesses to 
others in their daily lives through 
vet med,” marveled Marlena. 

The CVM externship program creat-
ed an opportunity for Dr. Moore and 
Marlena to join in their faith as well 
as develop a friendship that will last 
far beyond their six weeks together. 

Workplace Ministry: Leap of Faith
By Dr. Robin Moore & Marlena Del Rio (Vet Student)
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Your Giving
Shines the Light of Jesus

GIVE TODAY!
cvm.org/give

Your gift equips Christian 
Veterinary Mission with 
the resources—including 

personnel, materials, 
supporting services, and 
equipment—to fulfill our 
mission to challenge, 

empower, and facilitate 
veterinary professionals to 
serve others by living out 

their Christian faith.



COMBINED MISSION STATEMENT: 
Through Nutramax and Christian Veterinary Mission’s partnership, 
a combined mission statement was born: Honoring God through 
veterinary medicine, helping people share Christ through their 

professions, and supporting both veterinarians and students 
throughout their careers.

Nutramaxlabs.com  |  1-888-886-6442

HONORING GOD 
THROUGH VETERINARY
MEDICINE

Proud Sponsor of
CVM Since 2005

North Central | Jan 19-21
Kansas State

Northwest | Jan 26-28
Washington State

Northeast | Jan 26-28
Delta Lake Bible Camp, NY

Midwest | Feb 9-11
Michigan State

Southwest | Feb 9-11 
University of Cal Davis

Canada | Feb 16-18 
Pioneer Camp, Alberta

South Central  | Feb 16-18
Texas A&M

Southeast | Feb 23-25
University of Georgia

Virtual | Mar 9
Online

Caribbean 2 | Mar 22-24
St. George University

Caribbean | Mar 24-26
Ross University

REAL
Life • Impact

2024

cvm.org/RLRI

Join us for speakers, worship, and fellow-
ship with vet students and professionals 

from around your region!



Student Ministry: 
Impact from One Worship Night 
By: Kaylee Cooper (center in above photo), Mississippi State CVF Member

Although we’d crossed paths before, Aly Davis, Ginne Jeske, and I were strangers until 
we sat next to each other during worship on the first night of Mississippi State’s 2023 
Real Life Real Impact weekend. Since then, I’ve felt like I’ve known these girls my whole 
life! 

All weekend we hit it off, then we said our goodbyes as they headed back to school in 
Texas. Our wheels were already turning about how we were going to meet up again...

Soon after, Ginny and Aly made the drive back to Starkville to stay with me for MSU’s first 
AABP Spring Dinner Weekend that our bovine club had planned.

Two weeks later, I made the 11-hour drive to College Station to spend 5 days with them. 
We got to do all the fun Texas things, I met their sweet vet school friends, and we even 
attended their church together– a full circle moment when you consider how they at-
tended my church with me after RLRI! 

I never expected some of my best friends in vet school to be nine hours away at different 
schools. CVF gave us exactly what every vet student needs to push themselves through 
all the struggles – friends who understand, who pray for you, and who truly want to see 
God’s will played out in your life. I had no idea the impact that one night of worship at 
RLRI would have on me. I’m forever grateful to CVM for giving me the opportunity to meet 

two of my very best friends!
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Select a Gift. Make a Difference!

CVM Animal Impact

Check out our Animal 
Impact Gift Guide! 

Your gift of an animal 
or veterinary service 
transforms lives by 

providing sustainable 
sources of food and 
income to families 
living in poverty.

www.cvm.org/animal-impact
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